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NEWSLETTER 



NEIL MAKES A MOVIE 


The blood was glycerine, but the actors cried 
real tears and the sweat was genuine on the set of 
Neil Hope's film Blood Sweat and Tears. Neil received 
funding to complete his half-hour dramatic video from 
the Playing With Time Foundation, (a non-profit 
organization that members of the PWT repco can apply to 
for funding creative projects). Neil produced, directed 
and edited his story about a friendship torn apart by 
suicide. The crew included Pat Mastroianni on 
camera, Keith (Tim) White on sound, Jacy (Amy) 
Hunter as Art Director, Stacie (Caitlin) Mistysyn 
on continuity, Maureen (Michelle) McKay as 
Production Manager, and Siluck (Yick) Saysanasy as 
gaffer. The cast included the familiar faces of Darrin 
(Dwayne) Brown, and Steve (Clutch) Bedernjak. 
Other roles were played by Stacie, Jacy, Maureen 


Dieseach and DEGRASSI producer/director Kit Hood 
and assistant director Kevin May. In the reel world of 
filmmaking, things can go wrong. After Neil's crew shot 
the first few scenes, they got quite a shock during rushes 
(replay of the video). There was no sound! The 
microphone at the end of the boom hadn't been turned 
on,needless to say, the young filmmakers had to re-shoot 
the scenes. Said Neil, "It really taught us that you always 
have to be on your toes, and constantly thinking about 
what you're doing and how you're doing it." About his 
experience directing, Neil says: "It was interesting 
directing my own director, I learned alot. I've realized 
from doing this shoot that this is really what I want to do 
with my life". Look out Steven Speilberg, this young 
Canadian is on a roll! 

















A VALENTINE’S EXCULSIVE! 


Mike (Simon) Carry and Irene (Alexa) Courakous 

play boyfriend and girlfriend on DEGRASSI. While art 
often imitates life, in this case, Mike doesn't 
experience the problems he has with Alexa with his 
real life girlfriend Maureen (Heather) Dieseach. 
Mike and Maureen have a wonderful, open relationship 
and they "get along just great." 

( quite the wild dancers at the cast and crew wrap 
party). Here's a peek at some of their favorite films, 
actors, books, bands and sports. 
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Maureen: 

. Films: SteelMognoto-.if 

S2& Madean and Olympia are 
great!" 

. Actors: Daniel Day-Lewis, Cher, 
Glenn Close, Jody Foster 

. Books: The sf ^ e ^seperate 
Margret Lawrence, K ^ oW ies, Her 
Pea ere, by by Marilyn 

Mother's Daughter oy 

French 

.Magazines Cosmopolitan. New 

Woman, Real Woman 

•Bands: Any Reggae. |nR ock n any 
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friends 

• About Michael: 

■It'S a real^S^SanHodo^'tet 
me do what I to do. We 

him do what n + b er back, he's 

don't h me andknows almost 
open w>+ h 'J® ° e we let each 
everything about rr^ after a „ tWs 

time' we'st'il get really happy when 
we see each other. 


Michael: 
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DEGRASSI picked up two GEMINIS in 
Toronto., one for Best Dramatic Series and 

one for Stacie Mistysyn for Best Actress in a 

continuing series. Stacie was 
overwhelmed as she accepted her 
Gemini on stage. In the press room, she 
eagerly fielded questions and drew a 
number of admiring glances from various 
media people. Her mother, father and 
some Playing With Time folks gave her 
congratulatory hugs as she posed for a 
bevy of photographers. After the 
ceremonies, she joined Maureen McKay, 
Stefan Brogren ( nominated for a Best 
Actor Gemini), Anais Granofsky, Maureen 
and Angela Dieseach, Keith White, Pat 
Mastroianni, Amanda Cook, Irene 
Courakous, Neil Hope and Rebecca 
Haines for some real celebrating. Seen 
with the Degrassi folks: Jerry O'Connell 
(from My Secret Identity), the guys from 
Kids In The Hall (who were just as thrilled to 
meet Degrassi folks), Martin Short, Mr T., 
Eugene Levy , Andrea Martin and Louis 
Del Grande. Degrassi actors also picked 
up some dancing tips, as they moved 
and grooved with the dancers from the 
Gemini stage show. 

RAP FOR RIGHTS! 

As special ambassadors for UNICEF this 
year, the Rep. Company has been kept 
busy - and alot of the Degrassi crew have 
helped too. The DEGRASSI Kids Rap on 
Rights video was made to focus attention 
on the ratification ( Nov. 1989) of the 
Declaration of the Rights of the Child. 
Many cast members spent a fun-filled day 
shooting the video on the set of the 
Degrassi cafeteria. People you've only 
seen as extras got featured roles as they 
told their real-life stories. Nikki (Michi) Vong 
talked about her experiences in a 
refugee camp, and Karryn (Vikki)Sheriden 



remembered what it was like living in 
Guatemala during an earthquake. Other 
actors also had parts; Siluck told stories 
about things he'd seen while living as a 
refugee,Anais (Lucy) Granofsky talked 
about her mixed racial heritage and Kyra 
(Maya) Levy expressed concern over 
the rights of handicapped people. The 
video is distributed to schools throughout 
Ontario, and will be made available for 
viewing in other Canadian provinces. 

STAR CROSSED 

Many Degrassi actors will be making 
appearances in movies, TV specials, 
educational videos, commercials and on 
the live stage. Keep your eyes peeled, & 

that person who looks like.just may be 

someone you know from Degrassi. 
Watch for Stacie Mistysyn in CBC's Magic 
Hour special "The Prom" & in made for TV 
film, "Princes In Exile". Pat Mastroianni has 
been busy, appearing in Street Legal, 
and an upcoming episode of War of the 
Worlds (Candle in the Night), along with 
Krista (Joanne) Houston. Yes, that is Anais 
in the Trident and Say No to Drugs 
commercials. Watch for Stacie, Neil and 
Stefan in a Hudson's Bay ad. Familiar as 
a Degrassi"rapper“, new cast member, 
Dean (Bronco) Ifel appears in a LIFE 
^cereal commercial. Watch for Anais and 
Siluck in a Bell Canada educational video 
called Hear Today, Hear Tommorow. 
Chris (Scooter) Charlesworth appears in 
an AIDS educational video, TIP A.S.A.P. 
Steve (Clutch) Bedernjak is a hit in Pizza 
Pizza and VISA card commercials. 
Rebecca Haines starred in a Toronto play 
directed by Atom Egoyan. Word has it she 
was just great! 







John loannou plays Yankou on Degrassi 
High, and his face would be familiar to 
fans of Degrassi Junior High and The Kids 
of Degrassi Street When John first started 
working on Kids of Degrassi Street, he was 
fluent in English and ambitious. In fact, he's 
been in Canada for most of his life, 
however, his parents had been living on 
Cyprus for most of their lives and had only 
learned a little English since their move to 
Canada. The langauge barrier proved 
for some harrowing moments in the first 
days of filming, and, John's illusions of the 
glamour of show biz were soon 
shattered. John arrived an hour early on 
the first day of filming with his lines 
memorized and all ready to embark on a 
movie career. Cold winter winds soon 
woke him up as he shot take after take on 
a rather chilly bridge location. Said John"lt 
was not at all what I expected. Working 
on films was not what John's parents 
thought he was doing with his school days 
either. 

John had tried to translate everything the 
producer was trying to say to his parents, 
however his parents hadn't understood he 
would miss school, (a tutor is always on set 
so young actors don't escape school) 
When his parents found out he was missing 
school, they wouldn't let him work, and this 
was in the middle of a show. A 
professional translator was called in, 
everything was explained, the barrier 
overcome and as John says they have 
been backing me up ever since. In fact, 
now when I'm on the show, they call the 
entire city. 

John has long been curious to experiment 
with other aspects of filmmaking and 


when he heard that he could use the 
production company's facilities to work on 
his own project, he jumped at the 
chance. John had shot alot of footage of 
Cyprus ( a small island in the Mediteranain 
inhabited by people of Greek, Egyption 
and Turkish extraction) and decided to 
turn it into a travelogue/documnentary. 
“It'll be 20 minutes long, informative and 
entertaining." Among other attractions, like 
gorgeous beaches and interesting 
villages, Cyprus is rumoured to be the 
birthplace of the Greek goddess of love, 
Aphrodite. John would like to do another 
film, this time pre-planned. His interests 
also lie in camera work, editing and his 
secret passion, writing. 



G'Day to all our fans Down Under. Seems 
Degrassi has many fans in awesome 
Australia. Also hi's to our friends in: The Burin 
Peninsula, Sweden, Denmark, Israel, U.K., 
Ireland, Southwest USA, Canada, and The 
Netherlands 










